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FFA Members ‘Living to Serve’

Tony Rice

P State FEA Vies Praident
“You are what you do, not what
you say you'll do” The words of
Swiss psychiarist C.G. Jung reso-
nale well with the members of the
Pennsylvania FFA as they live out
the last lin of the FFA moto: “Liv-
ing to Serve.” This winter. members
from all over the stale dontated their
time and resources o make a differ-

ence,

Cumberland, Douphin

rry County FFA
1t oo e eyt et thes
are more than 805 million people
worldwide that do ne have enough
oo to lead a healthy and active life.
IF you were to fitthe world's hungry
inio Penn State’s Beaver Stadit,
with a capacity of 107,000, it would
ke approzimately 7.524 fooiball

stadiums 1o accommodate every-
o
mhers of the Cumber-

and, D:mphm and Pecry County
FFA teamed up with humanitarian
organization Stop Hunger Now. The
region's cight chapters fundraised
$6,670 to purchase 15.000 pounds
of rice and dried vegetables. The
next step s packaging the s
In about three hours, 90 mem
were able to pack. frriy

Attznding the event was Secre-
tary of Agriculture Russall Redding
and several state representatives.

The meals that were packed will
be shipped to third woeld countries
and distributed tn school children
that would otherwise have to drop
ont of school 10 ummags through
arbage heaps in hopes of finding
fiod scraps.

Stop Hunger Now ensures that

Volunteers for the Cumberland, Dauphin and Perry Area FFA chapters

‘packing 23,000 meals.

students are receiving the mutrition
thet sy sl . i 1 e
education that deserve. Greel
ndvls?r)(mslzl?unuuss'ud “Tt
was 1 great feeling working 1ogeth-
er with eight FFA chapters to com-
bat hunger relaled issues.” For
information or o donate, Hsllv-‘t-v-
sphusgsmovorg
reenwood FEA
1 atien taking part in the
Stop Hunger Now campaign. the
members of the Greenwood FFA
decided 1o make a difference not
iy be-
Vi e in-
tent o educate families about the
raality of woeld hunger
Chapter members ok a day to
tmavel to Creenwood Elementry
School and facilitate activities with
the young students to D?:ch them
about  the . the
chapler hosted a Hunger Banquet
for local community members.
‘Aliendees were each given an
envelope with a category cn it that
ranged from extreme poverty lo
wealthy. Those in extreme pov-
eny were given just enough play
meney to ‘purchase” rice and
beans and maybe o cup of fap wa-
ter. The ones that were classified
as wealthy were able 10 purchase
afull course ham loaf dinner with
dessert. Participants expressed that
the event openad their eyes to what
it feels like to be in nead
A short program followed the
meal with a speaker that encour-
aged discussion on hunger and
what the attendees could do to
a difference. The Focal point
of the banquet was 1o emphasize
the need of change in world hun-
er.

Donations were accepied and
the Greenwood FFA chapter raised
mere than §2,500 thal will be do-
nated (o Perry County Food Bank
t aid community members in
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the best traditions of our naticnal life.

that American az-
siculture can and
will hold wue

ied photos

Midd-West FFA members show off one of the no-sew blankets they
made to donate to the Janet Wels Children’s Hospital,

need. For more information or to
donate, Visit www.perycounty-
Toodbank.or

sTIFA

Ion-West

Fhysical well-being and healih
can be taken for pranted. Members
ot M3 i B ]
domate their
blankets to dUHIIE tor the Inn?lW?ls
Children's Hospital

E:sed in central Pennsylvania,
the purpose of Ge\slr\g?rs I:nz-l
WE\S Chl\dr?n ‘s Hospital is to
il top-notch. podiatrc seriees
o families that may not be able 1
alfford proper medical care. These
FFA members decided to take it
upen themselves to brighien the day
of the patients by making 14 blan-
kets that will be distributed (o the
children for them tn keep. For more
information or 10 donate, visit wiw.
elsingerorgsites/jwch.
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Athens FFA
The Athens FFA works in
eration wilh the Braford-Sullivan
County Farm Bureaw I collect
items to be donated o the Ronald
McDanald House in Danville. Sev-
eral FFA members and community
members have ulilized the Ronald
McDanald house in times of need
For two peurs now, the Athens
FFA has teamed up with the No-
tional Honor Seciety to inarease
the amount of donations. Members
brought in everything from travel-
size hygiene items and floor clean-
ing matsrials. o nanperishable food

year and hope tn continue to
port the Ronald McDonald House
of Danville.

NATIONALS
(2 ik
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evolving and improving t meet the
demands of today’s society. When
looking back on the history of the
United States, it is more than evident
that agriculture has been one of the
driving forces behind establishing our
nation. In the wards of Thomas Jeffer-
=on, “Agriculture .. is our wisest pur-
suil, hecause it will in the end contrib-

Thess traditions coukl reference many
things, bul really, it s the morals we
possess that allow our indusiey fo be
gty by sk high sandunts mdin
s9aching this. we find boppiness.
EM. Tiffany highlights the “joys
and discomforts of agneultural life”
within the FEA Creed. In the pursuit

ute most 1o real wealth, good morals, - KATIE McLAvcHLIN of mcnm happiness, there ase ob-
es 1o

and happiness.”

As 1 pondered Jefferson’s quote. 1 could net help
bt to wonder what he might think of the FFA Creed
because he was able to summarize its meaning in 20
words. and he did so 142 years before the FFA was even
established.

In relating 1o Jefferson’s wonds of “real v-e:llm“ =
croed emphasizes on dependence on heggi
o power in basgaing.in the ife abunlant ani ?nuugh
honest wealth to make it s0.” Jefferson believed an agrac-
ian society was ecessary for our country to be sustain-
able not orly in production. but in revenue as well, “Real
‘wealth™ is “honest wealth,” and that achievement comes.
through morals.

Morals e lik sseds, they ace planted in us at an easly
age and contine 1o flourish until finally we flower and
‘pass them on to others, While farning has made great
strides smoe the Jefferson era. the morals within our agri-
culturists have doven through the generations
The last paagraph cf the FFA Creed states, 1 believe

evercome, but after i
and earor, we leam, | gmandﬁnd:um Thomias Jeffer-
son believed tha happiness came with a sense of achieve-
ment: when pecle uphold their morals and find bonest
wealh, not only can they fel joy. they can bepwudlg

cur honesty and
can we live safisfied lives, but 5o can these aror

morals come i play, and we oot un],
and us

‘Whethec the year is 1787, 1929 or 2015, agriculture and
its people are the backbone of our matien. Like Thomas
Jefterson and EM. Tiffany. 1 helieve that honest wealth,
d morals and happiness are the drive behind the agri-
cultural industry and our country as a whole. Lel us never
fiorget these ideals and inalienable rights as we continue
o progress forward, Like the generations before us. it our
duty 15 uphold the wadition and pass it down for the many
years to come.
Editor's note: Katie McLanghiin is the Pennsylrania
FFA state presiden.
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