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BLUE AND GOLD

Pennsylvania FFA Happenings

Learners Today — Leaders Tomorrow
W peliE.SiEie.pa.us

Learnmg By omg FFA Members Visit State Capitol

Impact

FroM THE OFFICER’S ST

““Thanks for helping me
become a hetter leader! T
will take many memories
away from this amazing
conference " As I read over
the comments From over
a thousand FEA members
that recently artended the
Pennsylvania FFA's ACES
(Agricultural Coopera-
tion Establishes Success)
Conference, T am overwhelmed with
the amount of positive responses. Some
=1y that this conference has helped them
“break out of their shell” or “leam what
it really means to be a leader.” For three
weekends in February. my teammates
and I have had the opportunity o present
personal development warkshops tn FEA
members that gathered in our capital for
a.common goal — to build their charac-
ter and grow as an individual. As 1 stood
in the midst of 50 or so members in my
warkshop room. looking at me with antic-
ipation. T was transported back four years
1o my first ACES conference, where my
passion for the organizatian was sparked
Tt was at this point that T realize that these
conferences are mu-h mare than just a
leaming oppurtunity, they are a doorway
1o persanal growl

‘This perscnal growth was evident in our

TON

members during FFA
Week when chapters
across the state held
numerous teacher ap-
preciation breakfasts,
Innches and pig roasts.
While attending o

j panicular breakfast
at Greenwood High

Rice

o by Fa. FFA Assestalion

Pennsylvania FFA members gathered in Harrisburg this past weekend for their State Leadership Legislative Canforence. FFA membees participated in a mock logislative session, de-
‘bating several key bills under review in the state General Assembly. Acting Pennsylvania Agriculture Secretary Russell Redding visited with the students on Tuesday.
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aschool board member
event. He expressed that he was “continu-
ally impressed with the dedication that

the FFA members have towand serving
others.” Throughout my year as a state of-
ficer. it is the comments such as these thar
encourage me and 1 am again reminded
that the members 1 serve are serving otbers
and making a noticeable difference. Once
again, Tam taken back inio that workshop
o with the members surcunding me and
Erealize that this may be where i all begins.
Just like Thad been encouraged four years
ago, perhaps T could make a difference in
someone else’s life s well. In the woeds of
Richard Costolo, “Mot only can you not plan
the impact you're going 1o have. you often
wen'trecognize it even whik you're having
i

Eitor’s note: Toay Rice is the Peansyl-
vania FFA state vice president.

Pa. FFA Foundation Plans
2nd Sporting Clays Event

After the success of the first event, the
Pennsylvania FFA Feundation is hosting
another Sparting Clays Event. The event
will be at the Warriors Mark Wingshooting
Lodge and Kennels in Houtzdale, Pa. The
event will start at noon with registraticn.
Afier a safety meeting, the main event will
begin with 100 sporting clays. A steak din-
ner will wrap up the evening. There will be
prizes for the top three teams and the high-
est shooter. The event is open 1o 20 teams

comprised of five members
The Pennsylvania FFA Foundation is
hosting this event to raise funds for the
state asseciation to use for state leadership
conferences, scholarships, awards and con-
ventions. For more information, resistra-
tion or sponsorship details. contact Sarah
Sparks, executive director of the Pennsyl-
vania FEA Foundation, at 717-781-5780 or
ssparks @ paffafoundation.org
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Octorara Agriculture, Business,
Environmental Science and Technology Expo

In an effort 1o increase awareness of thiv-
ing local agricultuse and the lacger agriculmre
industry, the Octorara Acea School Diswict has
partnered with a number of kxal busmesses to
showcase the highlights uf Ihstuu\mum[y atthe.
Octorar Agriculiure, nmental
Secnce i Technology Expo.

Shining a light on all the opporunities he
agicaiazn sty bas s ofec GABEST wil
fake place May 30, from 10 am-2 p
Octorara Area School District (:Impll! Lnta]
fanners and agriculture Jeaders will gather fn
demnystiy famning procedures and the indusuy.

ecr’s Foods, Warw and many other organiza-
o v ioed CABEST o bringlgh o e

‘zcam will be present 1o answer questions about
‘ardening and offer ips for yous own backyard.
with Home Depot. which can help get those
ed garders up and mning.

the fun. Other local industry leaders will be
in attendunce with demonstations to answer
questions including: Chester County Conser-
vaten Didrict. Penn State Extension and the
Iocal Farm Bureau to name a few. The Mobile

Classioom. an educational agriculture sci-
ence interactive lab, as well as the Pennsylvania
WoodMobik, o taveling eshibit that povides

futuse of Farming an potential.
S et s e g i o ik
a vatiety of inleresfing demanstzations guasan-
teed 1o piqus the interest of all members of the
community. Penn State's Master Gardener Fro-

our
dustry, will also he pres

Tt Octerses FEA il st a et and et
of former and currsnt FFA Members. A bay-
ide and games will also be available.



