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BLUE AND GOLD

Pennsylvania FFA Happenings

Learners Toda y — Leaders Tomorrow
W mgg&ﬂ@

riculture has been

alight during
imes of darkness,
and recently those
members demon-
strated bow much
brighter their
futures are at the
Mid-Winter Convention

After much hard work and
perseverunce, FFA members —ac-
companied with advisors and sup-

ters — crowded into the larze
arena at the Pennsylvania Farm
Show. Harrisburg, Py...on Jan. 120
sither receive their Keystone FFA
Dezree or their first-ever official
FFA jacket.

Of the merbers in attendance.
received awards and 530 e~
ceived jackets,

Bath groups are at a pass. The
deptee ecpicnts ae inishing e
chapter FFA careers and loal
to the furure: running o tte FFA

SHERIsA NAILOR

office. going
away 1o college,
and possibly

sgriculture and leadership, bolh
have much o be proud of, and both
give us all hape for the future.

“That is the fuel that ignites
mercbert o the Pty i FFA

umi to work in support o
Pensylvania FEA o
its more than 14,000 members. The
signature program of the alumni is
me Frshmen ke Canpuign. I

0 years, this program has pro-

.mm aflicial FFAJ:EKEIS o more
tan 2500 -y FEA menter,
with 201 baing a recrd »

The idea for the Jacket campaign
came from a brainstorming ses-
sicn of the Pennsylvania Alumni

A portion of the 350 jackets waiting to be put on.

Four Named Stars at Mid-Winter (‘onvenhon

HARRISBURG, Pa. — During
the Mid-Winter Comvention of the

The presentation was made in the
Large Arena. Tuesday. during the
Pennsylvania Farm Show.

Receiving the Starin Agribusiness
is Nicolas Voshurg. of Athens FFA
Cver the past few years, Vsl

Sadmitnd g
Pictured are, from left, Nicolas Vesburg, Jenna Deihl, Secretary of Ag-
riculture George Greig, Michael Long Jt. and Brooke Balmer.

become quite the young business-
man. At an early age. he becom in-
valved with maple syrup product
ogan keeping recurds in order
T veokiicn T Ddwme
bebind its production. Vesburg then
began working with a friend t start
theis own firewood business. Mot
un]yhas e gained a had work ethic,
e the business skills that

oo

Board. Vear after year, individuals
and companies who are passionats
about agricultural education and
the FFA rise to the challenge. Indi-
widually, each sponsorship s 5.
but collectively, their contribution
is priceless as he jacket provides
FFA members with the vehicle

to engage in premier leadership,
perscnal growth and career success.
For their support. we are forever
grateful. Recipients of the jackets
are given a name and an address
for the spansor who helped provide
them a jacket 5o that they may
wiite thank you leiters.

During the presentation at this
year's convention. members were
challenged to take advantage of
every opportunity and to use their
jacket 1o reach for their dreams.
“The site of 550 members zipping
up their jacket for the first time.
jnining the FFA family and taking a
big step toward a successiul fulure
i a breathlaking view

Krista Puntius, adviser of the
Greenwood FFA chapler and chair-
man for the Jacket Campaign. said,
“1 ot teary eyed. The thought of
all the freshman sinting arcund the
Keystone Degree winners thinking

allowed. him 1o excel in his Super-
vised Agculue Expeience Arva
Brooke Balmer, of the Manhmm
FFA. was awarded the Star in Agri-
culture Placement. Woeking on hee
fnily fm s aflowed Bl to
row her enterprises within her SAE.
By using her rescurces and income
she has_camed working, Balmer's
eng production has grown from six
chickens to 36, and she has been
able to raise and show two dairy beef
steers. Her hard work has paid off as
all s of e pnjects e und
greal levels of achieverneni
The Agriculture Pmdud\mAv.md
‘was presented to Michal Long Jr. of
Nontbem Lebanon FFA, Growing
up on o swine and crop produc:
tion famm, Long’s experience in
the industry seted atan sary 1.
Lang took it upon himself o un-
derstand the principles of crop mm
animal production.
ing fields from his father in e
tortan s o pedction of com.
aybeans, barel wheat. Long
B bought p\gs from the family
farm to raise and finish himsef.
Finally, Jenna Deihl of Grass-

and hoping they will be there too”

For some in the audience. i's
their first experience with the or-
‘ganization that they will grow fond
of. Fur olhers, the moment is a
joyful remminder of when their child
started theit journey. Yel. for ofhers,
itis a family tradition, sometimes.
four or five generations decp.

The Pennsylvania FFA Alumni
Association {5 proud of the
program. but more impoctanty.
they are proud of cach and every
FFA member that wears the blue
:nd ok ket vilh prssicn md

couteous

o unde(smndlng, i

etheocd and sk e e
themselves and each olher fos the
better. FFA members provide hope
for the future. FFA members are
preparing 1o ise t the ultimate
challenge. o lead th agricultural
industry and develop the means 1o
Toud the world's quickly grow -
ing: population. That is 1o small
task. But, with the experience FFA
provides o ts members, there is 1o
doutt they will succe

Tt takes a village — we are all in
this batle. this siruggl 10 right the
wrongs of the workd and to suppoct

Luke Byers of the Shippenshurg
FFA sings the National Anther at
the 8th Pennsylvania FFA Mid-

Winter Convention.

land FFA was awarded the Agri-
science Award, With help from her
father. Deihl has taken up the sport
of falconry. She actively works
g e g M
him to hunt and participate in

‘2ubrited photos
Recipients of the Alumini Jacket Campaign put on their jackets for the very first time.

the fure, together. We cannot go
atit alons. The same is tug for
every entity of the Pennsylvania
agriculture education family. If
you have been inspired by an FFA
member, if you have benefited from
the biue and gold, if you have heen
touched by the spirit of agriculture,
ive hack. No contribution is oo

smull. Donale your lime, your in-
spiration, or your expertise o your
local program and chapter. Join the
FFA Alumni Asscciation. Donate
102 specific cause o just donate 1o
help with the efforts of the associa-
tion. Sposor a Career Develop-
ment Event or awand. Endow a
scholarship. Contribute to the Andy
Rill Keystone Degree Memori
Fund, Sponsor ket You didn't
have (o wear the blue
Juckas 0 e« paet o te il

The Pennsylvania FFA is honor-
ing FFA members as “Leamers
Today. Leaders Tomamow.” Allow
the passion of those members to
fuel your pride and give you hope
for the future, because the future of
agriculture is bright.

Editor’s note: Sherisa Nailor
is the Pennsylvania FFA Alamni
board president.

Christine Greig, wife of Secretary
of Agriculture George Greig, as-
sists in handing out the State De-
gree charms.

sporting events. With guidance
from her sponscr, Deihl has had
greal success with her hawk. She

plans on pursuing a carcer in wild-
o bevergm of hew ek theagh
her SAE,



