A14 - Lancaster Farming, Saturday, March 24, 2012

www.lancasterfarming.com

25 Years Later FFA Still Tapping State Legislative Experience

CHARLENE M. SHUPP
ESPENSHADE
Special Sections Editor

HARRISBURG, Pa. — It started with
a passing conversation 25 years ago be-
tween former FFA adviser William Er-
ikson and Sam Hayes, who was a state
representative at the time — “what can
we do to expand the FFA experience?”

Out of that conversation, an idea took
root. Why not bring
FFA members to Har-
risburg to learn the citi-
zen role in the legisla-
tive process?

Conversations  con-
tinued with Larry Red-
ding at the state Depart-
ment of Education and
then agriculture teacher
Russell Redding, and
ultimately with state
FFA leadership. And
from those ideas, the
State Legislative Lead-
ership Conference
(SLLC) was born.

Now, 25 years later,
FFA  members still
travel to Harrisburg to
learn about the legisla-
tive process and meet
their elected officials.

On Tuesday morn-
ing, the Pennsylvania
FFA Association took
time to look back at the
history and celebrate
the evolution of the conference to its
format today.

Hayes, who was state secretary of
agriculture in the Tom Ridge/Mark Sch-
weiker administrations, talked about the
importance of FFA members remaining
involved in the legislative process. He
quoted William Penn.

“Governments, like clocks, go from
the motion men give them,” he said.

Robert Fulton Fire Co

Hay, Straw &
Grain Auction
Every Thursday 10 am
Located on the
corner of RT 272 &
222 at Wakefield, PA
717-548-2492
717-548-2371
Randall Ranck
Auctioneer 003117-L
Consignments Wanted

No Out of State Checks

cept.

Sam Hayes poses with FFA
state reporter Jenna Moser.
Hayes was one of the legis-
lative leaders who helped to
develop the State Legislative
Leadership Conference con-

“We have to become involved,”
Hayes said.

Since the start of the program, thou-
sands of students have come to Harris-
burg as part of the SLLC. During Hayes’
remarks to the group, he challenged
them to take the opportunity to make a
difference in the legislative process.

Matt Dodson, state FFA chaplain,
said that during this past weekend FFA
members re-created the legislative pro-
cess. Conference par-
ticipants were sorted
into their own version
of the General Assem-
bly, debating several
agriculture issues that
now stand before the
state legislature.

Dodson said the ex-
perience brings par-
liamentary procedure
to life. For members
who enjoy the formal-
ized decision-making
process, it is a popular
part of the conference.
The issues tackled by
the students included
agricultural education,
property rights and
farmland preservation.

Mark Anderson,
Elizabethtown  FFA
chapter adviser, was
a member of the state
officer team when the
SLLC concept was
crafted. Looking around, he said that
day’s event is a far cry from the event
he participated in. The schedule has ad-
ditional educational components and
promotes community service as well.

Hayes summarized the conference as
taking the FFA motto — “Learning to
do, doing to learn, earning to live, and
living to serve” — and bringing it to life
in the legislative process.
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More than 400 FFA members descended on the state capitol this week to learn about the legislative
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WHITEWASHING with
ADVANTAGE FARM WHITE

* DRIES WHITE

BARN CLEANING

* NO WET FLOORS

* IS COMPATIBLE WITH DISINFECTANT AND FLY SPRAYS
* DOES NOT RUB OFF EASILY
* WASHES OFF WINDOWS & PIPELINES EASILY

Now Through
March 31, 2012
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L Total Bill
Boe )

SERVICE AVAILABLE
WITH COMPRESSED AIR

To have your barn cleaned with air it will clean off dust, cob webs & lots
of the old lime. This will keep your barn looking cleaner & whiter longer.

| CALL US ABOUT ON THE FARM FLY CONTROU

LICENSED

Serving Southeastern Pa. And More

BEITZEL'S SPRAYING

Witmer, PA 17585 717-392-7227 or
Toll Free 1-800-727-7228 7:00 AM to 5:00 PM

CERTIFIED COMMERCIAL APPLICATORS
OVER 40 YEARS OF SERVICE

5 Trucks For Air Cleaning And Whitewashing
RADIO DISPATCHED TRUCKS
Barn Spraying Is Our Business, not a sideline.
Spraying Since 1961
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Balzer 3,750 Gallon,
w/18.4x26 Tires
$14,000

: SPECIL OF THE WEEK
Balzer 3350 Gal. w/good undercarriage,
needs patch on bottom of tank, rest of

QUALITY USED EQUIPMENT IN STOCK!
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2005 Houle 6,300 Gallon
Manure Spreader,
Good Condition $36,000

P
1999 Jamesway 6,100 Gal.
6-Wheeled Spreader, Brakes,
Steering, Good Shape $23,000

tank is solid As-Is $4,500

» Calumet ,750 Galln, w/New
Tires & Truck Brakes,
Excellent $15,000

(2) Houle 32’ pumps,
Both in very good cond.
5, (1) $8,750

2009 Houle 42’ Agitator,
$8,500

; -,
Husky 2400 Vacuum with
16.5 x 16.1 tires $7,500

Aerway 10’ 3 Pt. Hitch
Unit, Like New $6,500

Calumet
Undercarriage

w/23.1x26 Tires/Brakes,
Put A New Tank On It

& Save $$$
$4,250

Kifco T200L Irrigation Reel, 1988 Houle 11’ Agi-Pump
w/580’ Of 2" Hose, On Trailer, Very Good
Like New $6,500 Condition $4,500

1998 Houle 9500 gal. with
very good 28L x 26 tires
$35,000
More Tanks & Pumps Arriving Weekly -
Check Out Our Website For
Photos & Information
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Badger Lagoon Pump,
Ready To Pump! $1,750
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We Buy Used Manure Equipment, All Brands & Sizes
Give Us A Call Before You Trade!

MID-ATLANTIC

agrisystems
Liquid Waste

Equipment Specialists
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www.midatlanticag.com

Quarryville, PA
Chambersburg, PA

800-222-2948
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