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LAND USE AND MANAGEMENT CDE 
 

Andy Boyer 
Cowanesque Valley HS 

 
The "Land Use and Management" manual provides detailed instructions for using the score card 
(November 1, 1990 edition). Available from Publications Distribution Center, Room 112 Ag. 
Admin. Building, The Pennsylvania State University, University Park, PA 16802. 
 
The members of the team can only attend the National Contest in Oklahoma City one time. No 
graduated seniors may attend the National Contest in Oklahoma City. The National Land, 
Range, and Pasture Judging Contest held in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma prohibits high school 
graduates from entering team or individual competition in the FFA division. Therefore, the PA 
FFA Land Use and Management CDE prohibits from team competition any member who is a 
high school senior. A member who is currently a senior in high school may compete as an 
individual at the State level CDE. 
 
Four different sites will be judged in the contest. When judging land, decisions are made 
through sight and touch. The land judging scorecard developed for Pennsylvania is divided into 
four parts. Scoring notes are those used in the state contest. Teachers may decide to weigh 
parts differently in local contests. 
 
Part I.  The features of the land and soil are evaluated and the statement which best 
  describes the physical feature is checked in each of the six columns. 
 
  Scoring: Total score 36 (6 for each property). If off one from the correct selection, a 
  score of three points for each property will be given. If off more than one, no points  
  will be given. 
 
Part II.  In this part, Capability class and Subclass will be assigned based on evaluation of soil 
  properties in Part I. 
 
  Scoring: Total score 15 (10 for capability and 5 for subclass). If off by one for  
  capability class, a score of five points will be given. If off by more than one  
  capability class, no points will be given. For subclasses, no points will be awarded  
  unless the answer is correct. 
 
Part III.  This part deals with land use and conservation practice alternatives. 
 
  Scoring: Total score 25 (10 for land use - 5 each if there are two alternatives). Add 15 
  points for conservation practices. 
 
Part IV.  This section deals with hazards for special uses. Contestants will be given the number 
  of factors to check under each special use category. Select from the list those items 
  which limit the use of the site in each of the four categories. 
 

Scoring: Total score 24 (four areas at six points each). 
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